As per scriptures, God’s purpose of creation is to test as to who among the human beings are more righteous and more inclined towards making the world a better place.

With this basic premise in mind, different groups of human beings need to continue making efforts for coming close to each other with expanded space in their hearts to accommodate ‘the other’.  Group discussions, conferences, assemblies have been afoot for the achievement of this objective.  The kaleidoscopic image of such assemblies etc. has been giving colorful patterns across the globe.  As part of this beautiful chain of get-togethers let the followers of two major world religions namely Islam and Christianity come together once again and join their heads to unravel more and more areas of commonality.

As successor of Christ, only Mohammad could have given his views regarding the followers of Christ and he did.  The first migration of Mohammad’s followers was ordered by him under the protection of a Christian empire.  In God’s message which Mohammad passed on to his followers the latter are under mandate to have a soft corner for the Christians.  There are umpteen similar other instances.  On the other hand, Christ could, at best, have predicted about his succession by Mohammad.  He also did so, as some interpret John Ch. 16, verse 7-14.

Another common thread mandated for the followers of these major faiths is the powerful backdrop of Abraham trickling down among the successive generations through his two sons – Isaac and Ishmail.  Even today respectful reference to Abraham is a necessary part of five times daily Muslim prayers and the weekly Friday congregation. So is the case with Christians who equally respectfully refer to Abraham as the father of many nations and faiths (Romans 4:16-18).  

The Interfaith Coalition for Peace is, thus, taking the initiative of inviting an equal number of Christian and Muslim scholars, diplomats, youth, men and women for a Roundtable Consultation aimed at strengthening the strong bond of relationship between Christians and Muslims of the world.  Such bondings between different faith groups, as per varying permutations and combinations, will surely emerge into a lively mosaic of mutual love and respect.     

